2$2              <* K    T H K    M K h K    A N H    Til fc    M 11* II t V
in this collection appears to In; quite unknown, Upon my
suggestion, the owner was kind enough to have photographs
of It taken for me, and 1 shall publish thtaw when a suitable
occasion arises*
It 3s a silver beaker about six inrhrs high, measuring
four inches across the top and three and a half across the
bottom, The handle is cleverly worked as a owftiiftodbr in
armour and helmet, holding a little round shield in his left
hand and a dagger in his right The outside of the beaker
is divided into three adjacent sections in which pictures are
engraved. One shows the magwy planl, a giant agave which
grows throughout Mexico and from the juice of which the
national alcoholic drink, futtqw, is rnaclr. Adjoining thin
picture is a scene which is often mentioned in old chronicles
of the country, namely, a peace delegation from a conquered
enemy visiting ihe King of the ToUees, the prcdrcfssors of
the Aztecs, who conquered them,, In order to avenge them*
selves, the enemy sent to the loiter ruler the* drink which
he had never tasted, /toffyw* and in it short time il so weakened
the Tohcc people that they in their turn were conquered
by their enemies, the Aattecs. The third pier tyre on the beaker
shows Cort&' coat of arms, while roynd thf bottom of this
interesting object i$ engraved the inscription in Spanish:
*To the Most Excellent ScAor Governor, Captain*Gencral
of New Spain, Don Ferdinand Gorttfz, the lessees of thf mine
of Tkliyja Hija, Anno 1539.*
Small wonder thai the grateful leaseholders of that rich
silvewmume had a souvenir for the conqueror of the land
made from the first yield of their mine; for this man had
earned glory by the massacre of lens of thousands of natives,
in order that millions of other natives should die a lets speedy
and less spectacular death than their coimradai in the *iiver-
mines and other economic institutions of the white man,
for the glory of the Spanish crown and for Ihe profit of
Spanish pocket*.